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Military asked to do its share of the task

Commentary by Lt. Col. Lucas Choate
HEADQUARTERS AIR FORCE

e don’t know how long COV-
WID-19 will continue attacking

our nation. We don’t know how
long this disease, for which there is no
vaccine or immunity, will disrupt and
unnerve society. Nor do we have a clear
picture when life will take even the
first tentative steps back to “normal.”

Officer Commentary

on its military to play an important

role and succeed in this unprecedented
time. We will be tested against this ad-
versary. Operations are surging at blis-
tering rates across installations. More
importantly, in order to win, we must be
ready to change. Like always, the Air
Force is adapting. We are innovating;

successfully answering our nation’s call
no matter what it requires or demands.

Just like the American spirit, our
mentality in the military is always “can
do,” never say quit, and never say you
cannot complete your mission. That
doesn’t change now, even though for
this pandemic we don’t fully know the
demands and the costs we must bear to
achieve victory.

All we know is that new thinking,

Why limit operational commanders
to only the missions assigned to them?
We know how to stand up joint task forc-
es anywhere in the world, support gov-
ernment and non-government agen-
cies for humanitarian response. We can
even re-open and operate a devastat-
ed airfield from a folding table within
hours of notification.

These skill sets and capabilities
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But we do know America is counting

we are focusing on being effective and

fresh thinking, is required.

See CHOATE Page 18

Pandemic poses time to choose kindness over fear

n a Monday af-
ternoon, I stood
outside a gro-

cery store with about
40 people. Many
of us wore masks;
some wore gloves.

On the ground were
strips of tape exactly 6

one another with dig-
nity.

The new coronavi-
rus has impacted near-
ly everyone on Earth
in one way or anoth-
er. Many have become
sick; thousands have
died; and so many peo-

feet apart to ensure we ple are worried about
maintained a safe dis- ~ Commentary  1po fiytyre. Many are
tance from one anoth- byTech. Sgt. gt egsed about their
er. As I looked around, James jobs, paying their bills,
Isaw people of allages, ~ Hodgman  ...ino for their chil-
races and backgrounds. 60THAIR dren and so much
While we stood in MOBILITYWING  mgore.
line, we used humorto ~ PUBLICAFFARRS I share some of

pass the time, joking

with one another as we waited
to purchase essential supplies
like toilet paper and paper tow-
els. I was struck in that mo-
ment with a strong realization:
while we are facing a challeng-
ing time, it’s important, proba-
bly more so now than ever, that
we practice kindness and treat

those concerns. I won-
der what life will be like when
we are allowed to return to
what we remember as nor-
mal. When we can shake hands
with our friends, attend sport-
ing events or concerts and en-
joy large birthday celebrations
with our children.

While I long to get back to

Enlisted Commentary

that normalcy, I believe it’s vi-
tal we practice kindness — we
are all in this together.

One way we can do that
is by following the protec-
tive guidelines put in place
by states across our great na-
tion. By wearing masks when
we are in public places, ad-
hering to physical distanc-
ing and washing our hands, we
are showcasing the value of
our lives, as well as the lives of
those around us. We are being
kind to human life.

We should maximize kind-
ness at every opportunity and
not allow the coronavirus pan-
demic to take that from us.

There have been numerous
examples of kindness despite
the challenges we now face.
Musicians have performed
free concerts through social

media to uplift spirits. Doctors
and nurses across the world
are doing all they can to save
lives, and many people are vol-
unteering at food banks to feed
those who would otherwise go
without.

As a certified crisis counsel-
or, I’ve been practicing kind-
ness by supporting people in
pain. In over a little more than
ayear, I’ve counseled peo-
ple through anxiety, increased
stress, emotional trauma and
thoughts of suicide. I became a
crisis counselor because I care
about others, and with every
conversation I take, I’m prac-
ticing kindness.

The best way through this
pandemic is for us to continue
practicing kindness and sup-
porting one another. Rather
than displaying hostility or an-
ger toward our neighbors, es-
pecially when we struggle to
find essential supplies, let us
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practice patience and compas-
sion.

Let us also remember that
many people are suffering
right now, and simply saying
‘hello’ or calling to check on
them can brighten their day.

I myself have struggled to
adapt to this kind of new nor-
mal. I am working from home,
along with my wife, while we
balance our children’s home-
work, chores and finding time
to just breathe. I've relied on
technology to stay in contact
with friends and family, and
I’ve unfortunately, had to con-
sole a friend who lost her father
to COVID-19.

We are facing an incredi-
bly difficult time, but while the
future may be uncertain, let’s
treat one another with kind-
ness, compassion ... and nev-
er forget, we are all in this to-
gether.
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Airman Shelby Anders, 60th

Aerial Port Squadron porter,
dons a cloth face cover April
14 at Travis Air Force Base,
California.

U.S. Air Force photo/Senior
Airman Christian Conrad

Immunocompromised family shares challenges

Tech. Sgt. James Hodgman
60TH AIR MOBILITY WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Anyone walking outside must stay 6
feet apart. Friends are prohibited from
shaking hands. Millions of people in the
United States are under some form of
stay-at-home order.

Essential supplies such as toilet pa-
per, sanitary wipes and paper towels
are flying off store shelves. Doctors and
nurses are scrambling in many places
to find the supplies they need. These are
some of the impacts the new coronavi-
rus is having on human life.

Individuals with compromised im-
mune systems face an increased risk of
not only getting the virus, which is in at
least 210 countries and territories, but
having potentially serious problems re-
covering from COVID-19, according
to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention.

For John Christ, a registered behav-
ioral technician who has worked with
children with a variety of disabilities for
a year and a half, the pandemic means
he must be extra cautious living his life.

“I was diagnosed with Type 1 dia-
betes at S years old, psoriatic arthritis
at 28, and Grave’s Disease at 29,” said
Christ. “My treatments for psoriatic ar-
thritis lower my immune system. The
most common side effects of my treat-
ments are fatigue, lethargy, confusion
and dizziness. I also endure joint inflam-
mation, psoriasis, a decline in blood sug-
ar and tachycardia (a heart rhythm dis-
order).

Grave’s Disease is an immune sys-
tem disorder that results in the over-
production of thyroid hormones while
psoriatic arthritis is an autoimmune
condition which causes inflammation of
the skin and joints. Type 1 diabetes is a
condition where the pancreas produces
little or no insulin, a hormone that helps
break down carbohydrates and use
them for energy.

“With the health care system in such
high demand, my treatments could be
compromised, which could have dire
consequences on my life,” Christ said.

According to Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, more than 2 million people have
been infected by the coronavirus, and as
of April 24, the virus has claimed more
than 196,000 lives globally. To avoid po-
tential exposure to the coronavirus and
prevent the possibility of spreading the
virus to children, Christ quit his job.

“Working with children and going to
public schools or hospitals was a health
risk before this pandemic, but with how
fatal COVID-19 is, I couldn’t maintain
working,” he said. “I now spend most
days sketching and trying to be more

U.S. Air Force photos/Tech. Sgt. James Hodgman

John Christ shops for vegetables April 16 with his wife, Senior Airman Nichole Krinberg, 60th Aerial Port Squadron air transportation
journeyman, inside the commissary at Travis Air Force Base, California.

creative. I think having creative outlets
invites confidence during this question-
able time.”

Christ also said he admires his wife,
Senior Airman Nichole Krinberg, an
air transportation journeyman with the
60th Aerial Port Squadron at Travis.

“Not only is she the sole income right
now, she takes care of most of the gro-
cery shopping, getting gas and ventur-
ing to public spaces to reduce my ex-
posure to the virus,” he said. “I wish I
could help her more with these tasks,
because she is still working full-time.
She is very strong, and I admire her ev-
ery day for what she does for me.”

The two met at a coffee shop in Scott-
sdale, Arizona, and married in April
2018. They arrived at Travis AFB two
months later.

“I am concerned for my husband’s
health, virus or no virus,” said Krin-
berg. “I have ensured precautionary
measures to mitigate his exposure. I
do most of the shopping, at work we all
wear gloves, and now, any time we go
into a public setting my husband and I
wear masks. I’ve also informed my lead-
ership about our situation and they’ve

See COPING Page 19

Senior Airman Nichole Krinberg, 60th Aerial Port Squadron air transportation journeyman,
shops for paper towels with her husband, John Christ, April 16, inside the commissary at
Travis Air Force Base, California. Since the coronavirus pandemic, household goods such as
toilet paper and paper towels have become increasingly scarce.
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Reservists dispatched to New York to battle virus

U.S. Air Force photo/Heide Couch

U.S. Air Force personnel from the 349th Medical Group prepare for takeoff April 22 inside a U.S. Air Force C-17 Globemaster Il from
March Air Reserve Base, California, at Travis Air Force Base, California. The aircraft provided deployment airlift for 19 members of the
349th MDG to travel from Travis AFB to New York in support of a short-notice COVID-19 mission. Travis sent 22 Airmen to New York to
help in Covid-19 relief during the month of April.

Air Force offers free firearm cable locks

Lynn Kirby
SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

ARLINGTON, Va. — When
searching the internet for in-
formation about home safety,
there are numerous govern-
ment agencies and nonprofit
organizations dedicated to re-
ducing accidental injuries and
deaths.

Yet, according to statis-
tics from the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention,
approximately 167,000 peo-
ple died and more than 20
million were injured in the
United States in 2018 from
unintentional means or acci-
dents, many of which occurred

at home.

These unintentional deaths
and accidents in most instanc-
es are preventable by imple-
menting home safety mea-
sures such as properly storing
chemicals, proper use and
storage of home improvement
power tools, disposing of ex-
pired prescription medicine,
and proper use and storage of
firearms and BB guns. Now
that people are spending more
time at home in efforts to re-
duce the spread of COVID-19,
home safety is paramount.

“It’s important we each
take a look around our homes
and identify chemicals and
equipment that could pose a
risk of injury to ourselves and

our family members,” said Mi-
chael Ballard, Air Force Occu-
pational Safety chief. “As we
are all spending more time at
home, there is an increased
risk for accidents. Take prop-
er steps now to secure your
chemicals, equipment and fire-
arms from unintentional use.”

One way the Department of
the Air Force is contributing
to home safety is by offering
free cable locks for personal-
ly-owned firearms, which are
a first line of defense for safe
storage and unintentional use.
The department is shipping
150,000 cable-style gun locks
to all installations across the
United States for distribution
to members on a first-come,

first-served basis.

“Our forces and families
are the most vital resource we
have, and it is imperative we
each do our part to keep each
other safe,” said Brig. Gen.
Claude Tudor, Air Force In-
tegrated Resilience director.
“Adding a cable lock to a fire-
arm adds on average a couple
minutes to a person’s ability to
pull the trigger once they’ve
accessed the weapon. When
that’s your child who doesn’t
understand the danger or a
person in distress trying to ac-
cess that weapon to potential-
ly do harm, those extra min-
utes are precious to prevent a
tragedy.”

See LOCKS Page 12

Exchange
launches
curbside

pickup

Lorraine Harris-Ortega

ARMY & AIR FORCE EXCHANGE SERVICE
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

To help military service
members and their families
practice physical distancing
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the Travis Army and Air
Force Exchange is implement-
ing curbside pickup at six test
locations.

As of April 23, shoppers at
the Travis Army and Air Force
Exchange can order at Shop-
MyExchange.com and pick up
their purchases at the curb.

Curbside pickup is an exten-
sion of the Exchange’s buy on-
line, pick up in store service.
Authorized military shoppers
with installation access can vis-
it ShopMyExchange.com, find
what they need and choose the
pick up at store option.

When the order is ready,
the store will call and offer the
curbside pickup option. At the
store, shopper’s park in a desig-
nated numbered space, call the
phone number on the sign and
the order is delivered to their
vehicle.

As the Department of De-
fense’s largest retailer, the Ex-
change is mission essential,
having served Warfighters for
nearly 125 years.

“The Exchange is lean-
ing forward to protect its cus-
tomers and associates in
these uncertain times,” said
Phonda Bishop, Exchange gen-
eral manager. “Curbside ser-
vice lets military service mem-
bers and their families get their
essentials while maintaining
physical distance. It’s a win-
win.”

Since 1895, the Army & Air
Force Exchange Service has
gone where Soldiers, Airmen
and their families go to im-
prove the quality of their lives
by providing valued goods and
services at exclusive military
pricing.
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Exchange extends
its refund policy

Lorraine Harris-Ortega

ARMY & AIR FORCE EXCHANGE SERVICE
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

For military shoppers who
need to make a return but are
hesitant to visit the Travis
Army and Air Force Base Ex-
change during the COVID-19
pandemic, the Army & Air
Force Exchange Service is ex-
tending its return policy.

All purchases made since
March 16 are eligible for re-
turns through July 1.

“While extensive preven-
tive measures have been im-
plemented at the Travis Army

and Air Force Base Exchange
to keep the military community
safe, we understand that some
shoppers may not feel comfort-
able going to a public place at
this time,” said Phonda Bish-
op, Exchange general manager.
“Extending the return window
gives military shoppers peace
of mind.”

The extended return policy
applies only to items purchased
in brick-and-mortar Exchang-
es. Since items ordered online
can be mailed back, there is no
extended return policy for on-
line orders.

Pets can help military
shoppers win gift cards

Lorraine Harris-Ortega

ARMY & AIR FORCE EXCHANGE SERVICE
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Pets make great compan-
ions for those long weeks spent
at home during the COVID-19
pandemic.

This May, they’ll even fetch
10 lucky military shoppers a
combined $3,000 in Army & Air
Force Exchange Service gift
cards - without having to set
paw outside the house.

From May 1 through May 31,
authorized shoppers at Travis
Army and Air Force Exchang-
es worldwide can send in a pa-
triotic-themed picture of their
four-legged friends for a chance
to win the Patriot Pet Just Say
“Treat” Photo Contest. Two

Dol

Safe

Help

grand-prize winners will each
receive a $500 gift card, while
eight second-place winners will
each receive a $250 gift card.
“We wanted give our shop-
pers something fun and light-
hearted to take their minds off
the uncertainty and seriousness
going on right now,” said Phonda
Bishop, Exchange general man-
ager. “As always, our Patriot Pet
contest is also a great way to rec-
ognize military pets for all the
support and camaraderie they
provide warfighters and their
families in stressful times.”
Authorized Exchange shop-
pers age 18 or older can find
complete contest rules and en-
ter at www.shopmyexchange.
com/Sweepstakes. Winners will
be selected on or about June 15.

Download free app in
your phone’s app store

Sexuval Assault Support for the DoD Community

Little Rock pivots to virtual FTAC

Airman 1st Class
Mariam K. Springs
19TH AIRLIFT WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

LITTLE ROCK AIR
FORCE BASE, Ark. — Team
Little Rock’s First Term Air-
man Course is continuing to
uphold one of Air Mobility
Command’s priorities — devel-
oping the force - through the
ongoing COVID-19 situation
by delivering the course vir-
tually.

U.S. Air Force Senior

Master Sgt. Brock Atchley,

U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class Mariam K. Springs

19th Force Support Squad- U.S.Air Force Tech Sgt. Sean Evans, 19th Force Support Squadron
ron career assistance adviser, NCO in charge of First Term Airman Course, uses a tablet in
See FTAC Page 15  preparation of a virtual FTAC April 24 at Little Rock Air Force Base,
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Airmen support food drive to help those in need
CRW delivers 1,600 pounds of food

Tech. Sgt. Liliana Moreno

621ST CONTINGENCY RESPONSE WING
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Airmen from the 621st Con-
tingency Response Wing part-
nered with The Leaven, Va-
caville Fire Department and
local churches near Travis Air

in need during the COVID-19
pandemic.

The Airmen volunteered
to collect nonperishable items
and delivered more than 1,600
pounds of food to the Maripo-

sa Head Start Center in Va-
caville, California, on April 24,

VETERANS

Want to get cash back
when you sell or buy your home?

I’ll show you how!
Contact me today!

Tom Arnold
(707) 365-1189
tarnold57@gmail.com

www.tomforveterans.com
DRE#0190492

Force Base, California, to sup-
port a food drive to help those

after a two-week food drive.
Food items collected included
nonperishables such as: canned
fruit, vegetables and proteins;
grains and cereals; snacks and
juice boxes for children.

“It’s wonderful to make a
difference in people’s lives,”
said Tech. Sgt. Steve Rogers,
921st Contingency Response
Squadron aerial porter. “This
pandemic is affecting our en-
tire country in many different
ways. In the CRW, we are al-
ways ready at a moment’s no-
tice to answer our nation’s call
and this time that call is com-
ing from our local community.”

Many food pantries are be-
ing overrun due to the corona-
virus outbreak and are finding

See FOOD DRIVE Page 18

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. David W. Carbajal
Staff Sgt. Joshua Root, 921st Contingency Response Squadron
maintenance flight, carries in boxes of non-perishable food April 24
at The Leaven after-school program building in Vacaville, California.
Members of the 621st Contingency Response Wing collected more than
1,600 pounds of food items to be disseminated to families affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Online Spanish classes help air
advisors maintain proficiency

Tech. Sgt. Liliana Moreno

621ST CONTINGENCY RESPONSE WING
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

Members of the 571st Mo-
bility Support Advisory Squad-
ron are finding innovative ways
to satisfy air adviser require-
ments while teleworking due to
COVID-19.

The S71st MSAS is a lan-
guage-enabled group who as-
sesses, advises and assists Latin
American and Caribbean coun-
tries to enhance their airpower
capabilities while assisting the
Air Force’s enduring mission to
build partnership capacity.

In order to maintain their
proficiency as air advisers, the
S71st MSAS developed some
unique online classroom oppor-
tunities to enhance the unit’s
language capabilities while
overcoming obstacles in their
routine training due to COV-
ID-19.

“Since traveling classes and
in-country engagements with
partner nations were our pri-
mary ways of completing cul-
tural hour requirements, we
had to adjust and provide more
resources to our members to
stay up to date and be able to
continue learning,” said Staff
Sgt. Christian Ramos Clau-
dio, S71st MSAS command lan-
guage program manager.

Just last week, Ramos, along
with 1st Lt. Phillip Resnick,
S71st MSAS commander’s ex-
ecutive officer, hosted the unit’s
first-ever virtual Spanish cul-
tural class. Squadron mem-
bers along with family mem-
bers were invited to participate
in what will be a weekly virtu-
al class.

During the first meeting,
the group read an article ti-
tled, “Panama contra el COV-
ID-19,” which explained how
Panama was controlling the
spread of COVID-19. As part
of the class, the group inter-
preted the article’s intent and
voiced their opinions. Those at-
tending the virtual class were
asked to download a copy of the
article ahead of time to ease
with translations, key vocabu-
lary and to take notes to be dis-
cussed during the class.

Puzzles

Medium

Previous solution - Tough

How to beat Str8ts —

Courtesy photo

U.S. Air Force Staff Sgt. Christian Ramos Claudio, 571st Mobility
Support Advisory Squadron command language program manager, leads
a discussion during the unit’s first-ever virtual Spanish cultural class.

“Language is more than just
words, it is a cultural exchange.
The ability to know and under-
stand other cultures, helps our
unit to strengthen relationships
with other nations,” said Staff
Sgt. Anthony Colon Matos, 571st
MSAS air adviser and class stu-
dent. “Even though our Span-
ish lessons have transitioned to

PAzDEL CHIROPRACTIC, INC.

Carpal
Tunnel?

258 Sunset Ave,, Ste. | « Suisun City * 429-4861
www.PazdelChiropractic.com

online classes due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the MSAS can
now take advantage of this new
virtual platform for future mis-
sion training.”

Air advisers come into the
squadron with a wide range
of Spanish capabilities. Some

See CLASSES Page 15

Se Habla Espanol

Like Sudoku, no single number can
repeat in any row or column. But...

rows and columns are divided by black
squares into compartments. These
need to be filled in with numbers that
complete a ‘straight’. A straight is a set
of numbers with no gaps but can be in
any order, eg [4,2,3,5]. Clues in black
cells remove that number as an option
in that row and column, and are not part

© 2020 Syndicated Puzzles

of any straight. Glance at the solution to

You can find more help, tips and hints at www.str8ts.com see how ‘straights’ are formed.

No. 488 Medium  Previous solution - Easy
2 3 7 9/7]/2|3|6/4]|8]|1|5
8|3|5[1|9|7]|2|6|4
9 2 8 6/4/1)12|5/8[(9/7|3
1{2|7|4|/3|5|6|8|9
418|6]9]2|1[3|5|7
6 4 5/9/3|7(8]6[1/4[2
3|6|4(5/1]|9]7|2|8
8 9 1 4 2 2/5|8|6|7|3]4|9]|1
70119|8|4]2]|5/3|6
4 1 To complete Sudoku, fill the board
by entering numbers 1 to 9 such
2 9 6 7 8 that each row, column and 3x3 box
contains every number uniquely.
7 4 % For many strategies, hints and tips,
1 9 7 % visit www.sudokuwiki.org
:§ If you like Str8ts, Sudoku and
4 2 5 g other puzzles, check out our books,
o iPhone/iPad Apps and much more on

The solutions will be published here in the next issue. our store at www.str8ts.com
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Month shines light
on Gold Star families

Suzanne Black
AIRMAN & FAMILY READINESS CENTER

May is designated Gold
Star Family Awareness
month to focus attention on
families in the Gold Star Pro-
gram.

It is no coincidence that ef-
forts to increase awareness
of Gold Star survivors occurs
during the same month as a
day specifically set aside for
remembering lost service-
men and women, Memori-
al Day.

Memorial Day is about re-
membering those who truly
gave their lives in defense of
this country and their loved
ones who have to somehow
learn how to move on.

The freedoms and liberties
we enjoy every day as Amer-
icans is a direct result of the
sacrifices and courage of the
service men and women who
died defending this great na-
tion; and it is truly heart-
breaking when we lose any
service member. We know the
loss of a service member has
a profound impact on his or
her family.

Regardless of the cause,
location or circumstances

of the loss, surviving fami-
ly members deserve our ac-
knowledgment and deepest
respect.

The Air Force Gold Star
Program has dedicated the
month of May as Gold Star
Awareness Month to bring
awareness to what it means
to be a Gold Star family mem-
ber and to ensure that we
honor and remember the men
and women who have given
the ultimate sacrifice.

Due to recent events with
COVID19, the Travis Air
Force Base First Sergeant’s
will honor fallen members
at the 10th Annual Gold Star
Families 10K Ruck March on
Aug. 22.

The ruck march, which
consists of a 10-kilometer
course around the base, hon-
ors families who lost loved
ones in defense of this coun-
try. All proceeds from this
event will support the annual
Gold Star Family Honor and
Remembrance event held at
the Marine’s Memorial Club
and Hotel in San Francisco.

The Gold Star Program
serves to assure Gold Star
Families that their deceased

See FAMILIES Page 15

Famlly Eye Doctors near Travis AFB

ATTENTION: ALL MILITARY SPOUSES
& DEPENDENTS AND ALL RETIREES,

SPOUSES & DEPENDENTS
WHY WAIT WEEKS FOR AN EYE EXAM?

We Accept
TRICARE / TRICARE For Life

Who can be seen at our Eye Clinic?
-All Military Spouses and their Dependents with Tricare Prime,
All Retirees with Tricare Prime,

All Retirees and their Spouses with Tricare for Life / Medicare,
and All members needing Contact Lenses Prescriptions

Dr. Larry Huey ¢ Dr. Don Hsiao

Optometrists

Travis Family Optometry
301 Dickson Hill Road Ste. B

Fairfield, CA 94533
(707) 437-9600

Located 1 mile north of Air Base Parkway,

in the Raley’s Plaza

on the corner of N. Texas St. & Dickson Hill Rd.

Dickson Hill Road

80

| Air Base Pkwy

U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Rose Gudex

Special Tactics operators infiltrate a simulated target from a CV-22 Osprey tilt-rotator aircraft during
operability training with the 14th Weapons Squadron April 22 at Eglin Range, Florida. The training helped
improve readiness and interoperability between special operations assets, Special Tactics is U.S. Special
Operations Command’s tactical air and ground integration force, and the Air Force’s special operations ground
force; leading global access, precision strike, personnel recovery and battlefield surgery operations.

Special Tactics Airmen support
vital training, maintain readiness

1st Lt. Alejandra Fontalvo
24TH SPECIAL OPERATIONS WING

HURLBURT FIELD,
Fla. — Special Tactics Airmen
from the 23rd Special Tactics
Squadron conducted interop-
erability training with the 14th
Weapons Squadron assigned
to the U.S. Air Force Weapons
School detachment at Hurlburt
Field for a special operations
force exercise, April 22.

“The recent training event
was done in conjunction with

the 14th Weapons Squadron
as part of their curriculum
to produce weapons officers
from various aircraft in (Air
Force Special Operations Com-
mand),” said Maj. Blake Jones,
director of operations for the
23rd STS. “Their scenarios and
full mission profiles necessitate
the role of ground force as they
train to conduct and support
airfield seizures, noncombatant
evacuations, hostage rescues
and counter weapons of mass
destruction operations. The

Cellular (707) 718-1989

nprice@c21mm.com

Each Office is independently Owned and Operated

Let My Experience, Make Your
Home Buying or Selling Experience,
Your Best Experience!

C E NTURY 21 NancyPrice-Branson

CDPE, SFR, ABR, MRP, SRES

301 Dickson Hill Road, Fairfield, CA 94533 1=} t't

REALTOR®

Cal BRE #01426977

23rd STS picked up this great
training opportunity after CO-
VID-19 travel restrictions pre-
vented other units from partici-
pating as planned.”

The exercise is a part of the
14th WPS’s demanding S 1/2
syllabus, exposing students to
a wide range of joint special op-
erations and combat air force
capabilities. Being able to move
forward with the training al-
lowed the iteration of Weapons
School students to stay on track
with their training timeline.

“Our students require close
interaction with skilled ground
forces throughout their train-
ing to graduate them as the
recognized experts in (special
operations forces) and (com-
bat air forces) integration,”
said. Lt. Col. Jacob Duff, 14th
WPS director of operations.
“Our planned training part-
ners, a different Special Tac-
tics squadron and multiple
Army special forces units, were

See TACTICS Page 12
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US, Japan bombers, fighters integrate operations

Staff Sgt. Hailey Staker
28TH BOMB WING PUBLIC AFFAIRS

ELLSWORTH AIR FORCE
BASE, S.D. — In a demonstra-
tion of the U.S. Air Force’s dy-
namic force employment mod-
el, a B-1B Lancer assigned
to the 37th Bomb Squadron
launched from Ellsworth Air
Force Base and integrated with
the Japan Air Self Defense
Force to conduct bilateral and
theater familiarization training
near Japan, April 22.

The B-1 aircrew flew the
sortie to the Indo-Pacific
and teamed up with six U.S.
Air Force F-16 Fighting Fal-
cons, seven JASDF F-2s and
eight JASDF F-15s over the
Draughon Range as part of a
joint U.S. Indo-Pacific Com-
mand and U.S. Strategic Com-
mand Bomber Task Force mis-
sion before returning home, a
round trip of nearly 29 hours.

“This was a higher-head-
quarters directed operation-
al mission to assure our allies,
and deter adversaries while
demonstrating the dynamic
force employment model,” said
Lt. Col. Lincoln Coleman, 37th
BS commander. “This was a
total team effort involving ev-
ery group on base that provided
us with the opportunity to inte-
grate with multiple air opera-
tions centers in different areas
of responsibility.”

In line with the Nation-
al Defense Strategy’s objec-
tives of strategic predictability
and operational unpredictabil-
ity, the Air Force transitioned

its force-employment model to
enable strategic bombers to op-
erate within the Indo-Pacific
region from a broader array of
overseas and continental Unit-
ed States locations with greater
operational resilience.

“The rapid employment of
airpower directly supports the
National Defense Strategy and
assures we can provide over-
whelming force anywhere, any-
time in support of American
interests or our Allies and part-
ners,” said Gen. Timothy Ray,
Air Force Global Strike Com-
mand and Air Forces-Strategic
commander. “This mission is
a demonstration to our friends
throughout the region: we will
continue to remain fully pre-
dictable in our commitment
to ensuring peace, while also
demonstrating that we have the
ability to operate from numer-
ous locations across the globe,
even during the global pan-
demic.”

Coleman added that mis-
sions like this clearly demon-
strate the capability of the B-1
and its aircrews.

“In order to execute AFG-
SC’s mission, we must be famil-
iar with how our allies and mis-
sion partners operate around
the globe,” Coleman said. “This
requires us to continually exe-
cute joint and combined oper-
ations around the world. This
mission provided a unique op-
portunity for our aircrew to
interact with our allies in an
operational environment, im-
prove interoperability and rein-
force our partnership.”

Japan Air-Self Defense Force courtesy photo
A U.S. Air Force B-1B Lancer from Ellsworth Air Force Base, South Dakota, and F-16 Fighting Falcons from
Misawa Air Base, Japan, conduct bilateral joint training April 22 with Japan Air Self-Defense Force F-2s and
F-15s off the coast of Northern Japan.
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Travis distributes cloth face covers to Airmen

U.S. Air Force photos by Senior Airman Christian Conrad

1) U.S. Air Force Master Sgt. Stephanie West, 60th Aerial Port Squadron ramp operations
section chief, wears a cloth face covering April 14 at Travis Air Force Base, California. West
was a representative for Travis’ 60th APS and was tasked with collecting a portion of the
squadron’s allocation of 394 cloth face covers to distribute to its Airmen. 2) U.S. Air Force
Staff Sgt. Kleo Edgell, 60th Logistics Readiness Squadron aircraft parts store supervisor,
left, issues a box of cloth face covers to Tech. Sgt. Devonte Lever, 60th Operations Group
superintendent executive assistant, April 14 at Travis 3) A box of cloth face covers awaits
pick up April 14 at Travis. 4) Edgell and Tech. Sgt. Erica Dixon, 60th LRS NCO in charge of
the aircraft parts store, center, issue a cloth face cover to Senior Airman Megan Perez, 60th
LRS equipment and accountability journeyman, April 14 at Travis. 5) U.S. Navy Petty Officer
2nd Class Chang Cho, Naval Supply Systems Command Weapon Systems Support logistics
specialist, right, receives a cloth face cover from U.S. Air Force Senior Master Sgt. Kenneth
Morain, 60th Aerial Port Squadron air freight superintendent, April 14 at Travis.
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Tactics

From Page 8

unable to travel to Hurlburt
(AFB) and the 23rd STS im-
mediately stepped in to fill
that gap. Without them, it
would have been significant-
ly more difficult to meet our
training objectives and grad-
uate the newest class of SOF
weapons officers and enlisted
advanced instructors.”

The SOFEX also provided
a unique opportunity for lo-
cal Special Tactics Airmen to
conduct multifaceted train-
ing with a volume of aviation
assets otherwise not easily
replicated outside of a larger
exercise.

“Our recent participation
allowed us to evaluate indi-
vidual personnel and conduct
training in mission planning,
tilt-rotor assault, airfield sei-
zure, landing zone establish-
ment and control, terminal
attack control, close quar-
ters combat, personnel re-
covery and battlefield trauma
care,” Jones said. “This was

important because it gave
many junior enlisted and ju-
nior officer (Special Tactics)
personnel a crucial repeti-
tion mission planning with
some of the best aviators in
AFSOC as well as the op-
portunity to execute, work
through contingencies and
lead in a high-fidelity sce-
nario.”

The units not only trained
on the necessary skill sets
needed to conduct a wide-
range of special operations
missions, increase lethali-
ty and maintain joint warf-
ighting capabilities, but they
were also tested on their abil-
ity to plan complex missions
amid COVID-19 preventive
measures.

“The combat capabilities
we are tasked to provide are
not changing, but the con-
straints are different now, so
we must adapt,” Jones said.
“We are adapting how we
train, but also adapting how
we resource and plan that
training over teleconferences
and web-based planning ap-
plications.”

Locks

From Page 4

Members can contact their
installation’s violence preven-
tion integrator for details on lo-
cal distribution of the cable-
style gun locks.

Accidental firearm dis-
charges were responsible for
the deaths of 458 people in
2018, 54 of whom were under
the age of 14. Additionally, un-
intentional firearm and BB gun
discharges accounted for ap-
proximately 18,000 and 14,000
injuries, respectively, accord-
ing to data from the CDC.

But, unintentional injuries
and deaths from firearms are
only a small portion of the to-
tal number. The National Safe-
ty Council states more than
90% of all poisonings hap-
pen at home and drug poison-
ing is now the top cause of un-
intentional death in the United
States. Its data shows in 2017,
a total of 61,311 people died
of drug overdoses - many
from prescription opioid med-
icine, and some of those from

unauthorized access to a family
member’s prescription.

The Health Resources and
Services Administration rec-
ommends storing chemicals
and prescriptions in their orig-
inal containers and out of reach
of children and other unau-
thorized persons. Expired and
no longer needed medications
can be properly disposed of
through the Drug Enforcement
Agency’s National Take Back
Day, which occurs twice a year.
Individuals needing to dispose
of medications during other
times can visit www.dea.gov to
locate alternative solutions.

The data shows that the im-
pact of these accidents goes far
beyond the injury or death of
the individual. Those who sur-
vive or witness these types of
traumatic accidents can de-
velop invisible wounds. An in-
visible wound is post-traumat-
ic stress disorder; traumatic
brain injury; or other cognitive,
emotional, or behavioral con-
ditions associated with trauma
experienced by an individual.
Anyone can develop an invisi-
ble wound and some people are
more susceptible than others to

developing an invisible wound.
The signs and symptoms dif-
fer for every person and may
not appear immediately, some-
times emerging years after an
incident/traumatic event.

“An invisible wound can de-
velop following any traumat-
ic event, including accidents,
and are as real and as severe
as physical wounds,” said Col.
Karen Downes, director, De-
partment of the Air Force In-
visible Wounds Initiative. “Our
first line of defense against in-
visible wounds is to prevent
traumatic events where we
have the power to do so. We
must each check our homes
for safety to reduce the risk of
avoidable accidents.”

For more information about
home safety and invisible
wounds, contact the following
resources: Department of the
Air Force Resilience, Air Force
Occupational Safety and the
Department of the Air Force
Invisible Wounds Initiative.

Call the toll-free nation-
al Poison Helpline at 800-222-
1222 in case of emergency and
for information about possible
drug interactions.

73 Four Seasons
DISCOUNT, SELF STORAGE

Household ® Commercial ®

- On Site Management

- Security Cameras

- Individually Alarmed
Units

- Private Gate Codes

- Well Lit Wide Hallways

- Drive-Up Units Availa
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local worship Services

For advertising information about this directory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or email:

Ivargas@dailyrepublic.net

ASSEMBLY OF GOD BAPTIST BAPTIST CHURCH OF CHRIST g CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

First Assembly Of God
of Fairfield

.4, Lead Pastor: C. Eric Lura
=4 +9:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL
*10:30 AM * MORNING WORSHIP
*KID'z CHURCH Grades K-5th
*10:00 AM WEDNESDAY
SENIOR PRAYER
¢ 7:00 PM WEDNESDAY NIGHT
Adult Bible Study
Girl’s Club
Royal Rangers
Revolution Youth
*Nursery Care Provided

797425-3612

2207 UNION AVE., FAIRFIELD
www.1agff.org
email: info@1agff.org
Live Stream on:

s
BAPTIST

Worship
With Us...
/- St. Paul
* Baptist Church

1405 Kentucky Street

Fairfield, CA 94533

Rev. Dr. Terry Long, Pastor
Sunday

Sunday School: 11:00 a.m.

Morning Worship Service: 12:00 p.m.
Children’s Church: 11:30 a.m.
Tuesday

Prayer Meeting: 6:30-7:00 p.m.

Bible Study: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Web Site: www.stpaulfairfield.com
Email: stpaulbcfairfield@comcast.net
Church Phone: 707-422-2003

MOUNT CALVARY
BAPTIST CHURCH
Dr. Claybon Lea, Jr. - Senior Pastor
Fairfield Campus

1735 Enterprise Drive, Bldg. 3
Fairfield, CA 94533
Sunday Worship Services
7:00am & 9:30am.
Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 7:00pm (Youth Sanctuary)
Suisun Campus
601 Whispering Bay Lane,
Suisun City, CA 94585
Sunday Worship Services, 11:00am
Bible Study
Tuesdays @ 12:00noon
707-425-1849
www.mcbcfs.org for more information

Live Stream on: n

nr_cﬁaﬁd

Live stream at:

itsallaboutfamilies.org

301 N. Orchard Ave., Vacaville
707.448.5848

SUNDAY
Classes for all ages

CORE Blble Studies 12:30 & 5 00 pm

(2nd & 4th Sunday)
WEDNESDAY

Adult Studies...........ccoeeue.... 2:00 pm
AWANA for Kids.........cceneee. 6:15 pm
Adult & Youth Studies......... 6:30 pm

YOU are the one that God loves the mos;
Come worship with us so we can le,

Services Temporarily
Suspended

51-9301 « www.churchofchristsolano.com

First Baptist
Church of Vacaville
The All Together Different Church

Senior Pastor

Wyatt Duncan
Sunday Services:
8am and 11am

Nursery available
during 11am service

Sunday School for all
ages at 9:30am
Awana on
Wednesdays at 6pm
1127 Davis Street, Vacaville

707-448-6209
www.fbcvv.com

Come and worshgp with us

Live Stream on K

ELMIRA BAPTIST
CHURCH

Independent Baptist Church - KJV

Scott Dean - Pastor
6111 California Pacific Rd.
Vacaville, CA 95687
Sunday School 9:45-10:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening Worship 5 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study 7 p.m.
(Nursery is provided in all services)
Website: www.elmirafamily.com
Email: elmirabaptistchurch77@gmail.com
Phone: (707) 430-3529

CHURCH o_f CHRIST

Stone Chapel
4221 Suisun Valley Rd, Fgfffield

Serwces Temporarily 7

Suspended

“And there is

for there is
een given among men by
ust be saved.” Acts 4:12

art and mind willing to hear
ord and to do His great will...
ore information or directions,
please visit our website at
www.rockvillecofc.com

THE CHURCH OF

JESUS CHRI

of LATTER DAY S TS

Fairfield Stake Cghter

AN e _—

Services Temporarily
Suspended

Base Sacragffent Services

es: Call LDS Military
lations Missionaries
707-535-6979

EPISCOPAL

: Grace Episcopal
ﬁ 5 Church

1405 Kentucky Street
—— Fairfield, CA 94533

Sunday Services:
8:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist Rite I
9:15 a.m.
Pastor’s Forum
10:00 a.m.
Holy Eucharist Rite II
Tuesday Service:
10:00 a.m.
Healing Eucharist
Childcare Provided for all Services

For additional information or
Live Stream at:
www.gracechurchfairfield.org
or contact the office at 4254481

Welcome home to an Open, Caring,
Christian Community

R ECT
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SEervices

For advertising information about this direc-
tory, call Classifieds at 707-427-6973 or email:
Ivargas@dailyrepublic.net

LUTHERAN NAZARENE
|

BETHANY LUTHER-
AN MINISTRIES

621 South Orchard Ave.
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 451-6675

Live stream at: gobethany.com
Worship Services:
Sunday: 10:00am with Bible Studies and
Sunday School for all ages at 9:00am
Fellowship: 11:15am
Communion on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of
the month @ 621 S. Orchard Ave., VV

Pastor Dann Ettner
Bethany Lutheran Preschool
451-6678
mypreschool@gobethany.com
www.gobethany .com

Bethany Lutheran School
1011 Ulatis Drive
Vacaville, CA 95687
451-6683 ph * 359-2230 Fax
myschool@gobethany.com
www.gobethany.com

TRINITY
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Tired of gimmicks and games?
Want a Bible- %ehevm traditional church?
Need a loving church family?

You are invited to:

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH - LCMS
Traditional Worship: 10 AM
Children’s Church during 10 AM Service
Adult Bible Study: 8:45 AM
2075 Dover Ave., Fairfield
(2 blocks south of Airbase Pkwy.)

77 £25-2944
www.tleps.org
Rev. Dr. Dan Molyneux, Pastor

SonRise

10am Sunday

310 Parker Street
Vacaville, CA 95688

Please visit sonrise-vv.org
for online details
nazarene.org

k‘-"a.e WA

NON-DENOMINATIONAL

Church
of Christ

1500 Alamo Drive
Vacaville, CA 95687
(707) 448-8838
www.vacavillechurchofchrist
alamodrive.com

Sunday Morning
Bible Classes......uuwwerern 9:30 am
Assembly Worship
Evening Assembly Worship .5:00 pm
Wednesday Evening
Bible Classes......o.wuverrrens 7:00 pm

Classes also by appointment
Elders:
Mark McCallister (707) 446-7477
Ed Sanderson Sr. (707) 446-0536

NON-DENOMINATIONAL g NON-DENOMINATIONAL @@ NON-DENOMINATIONAL

&9 Crossroads

A Passion to...
Worship God e Love People e Shar
A Non-Denominational
Teaching Churc

[ 1
Services Temporarily

Suspended

'omen’s Bible Studies
ers (Seniors Ministry)

ruce Gallaher, Lead Pastor
707-446-9838
WWW.CCCV.me

190 Butcher Road, Vacaville, CA 95687
(off of Alamo, Just South of I-80)

Vacaville
Church of Christ
401 Fir St.,Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 4485085
Minister: Ryan Brewer
Sunday Morning Bible Study
9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Worship
10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Worship
6:00 PM
Wed. Evening Bible Study
7:00 PM
www.vacavillecofc.com

If you would like to take a free Bible
correspondence course contact:
Know Your Bible Program
401 Fir Street * Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 448-5085

sFAITH

k Community Chund:
0 S an] b Wk 0y

Bible Based Expository Preaching
Sunday Worship Services
9 AM, 10:45 AM & 6 PM

Pastor Jon Kile
192 Bella Vista Road, Vacaville
707-451-2026

Nursery & Children’s Classes Provided
Adult & Youth Sunday School

Check our website for information
on other ministries offered
www.vacavillefaith.org

LIBERTY
CHURCH

Saturdays
&:00 prm

Sundays
8:00, 930, 11:30 am
200 P (en Expafiol)

2641 N, Texas 5t
Fairfield, C4
{07 A25-9673

Maew Sulsun Location!
Thursdays at B30 pm
Josgph Melson Centar

BN Vilage DF., Suidum City, TA

LibertyFairfield.com

THE
FATHER'S
HOUSE

The Father’s House
4800 Horse Creek Drive
Vacaville, CA 95688
(707) 455-7790

www.tfh.org

Service Times
Saturday: 6pm
Sunday: 9am & 11am

Live Stream at [ 1o

UNITED METHODIST

“The People of
The United Methodist Church™”
COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

1875 Fairfield Avenue, Fairfield
Phone: 707- 426-2944

Email: info@cumcfairfieldca.org
Website: cumcfairfieldca.org

Visit Online for Live Stream

Pastor Anne Choy
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School for Children
during the Worship Service

Communion - 1st Sunday of
each month

Children,Adult and Bell Choirs
Young Adult Ministries
Adult Bible and Book Study Classes
United Methodist Women
United Methodist Men

psi VACAVILLE

“To know Him, and to
make Him known”

490 Brown Street
Vacaville, CA 95688
707-446-8684

Sunday Services:
Sunday School 9:45am
Morning Worship 11am

Evening Worship 5pm
Thursday Service:
Prayer Meeting 7pm

Bible Studies throughout the week
Pastor Ben Smith
www.vacavillebiblechurch.com

office@vacavillebiblechurch.com

Live Stream on: ﬂ

We exist as a church to love, live, and
declare the supremacy of Jesus Christ in all
things, to all people. Christ dependent, Spirit

Dependent, Word Saturated, Love Driven.
Sunday Worship Services
9am and 11am, 10am only in the summer
e Men’s and Women’s Bible Studies
® |n Home Small Group’s
e Awana
e Kids Choir

e Jr High and High School Ministries

e Sunday morning children’s Sunday school
e Nursery and Preschool Sunday morning
classes
e Neighborhood Tutoring Center
e Much to be part of
www.eparkway.com

2397 Heath Drive Fairfield, CA

707-425-7675

Member of Gospel Coalition
www.thegospelcoalition.org

o
of the Valley
.‘1|7:| il C ervbier

Celebrating our oneness, honoring our diversity

350 N. Orchard Ave,
Vacaville - 447-0521

unityvw@pacbell.net
www.unityvacaville.org

Sunday Morning
8:00 am Coffee with God
10:00 am Contemporary
Celebration with Youth Education

Wednesday Evening
6:30 pm Non-Denominationall
Meditation Time
7:00 pm Contemplative Prayer

Come Home to Unity

I’s Like Blue Jeans for the Soul
Affiliated with publisher of Daily Word®

0=
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FTAC Although the course will CI part of their language skills. Resnick. “Through reading,

be now be just three days in a aSSES Members with lower abilities listening, and talking in Span-
From Page 5 Google Classroom, it is impor- From Page 7 in Spanish are able to practice ish about current events in

explained that there is a con-
tinuum of learning that occurs
called Airmanship 100, 200 and
300. Airmen receive Airman-
ship 100 during basic military
training, Airmanship 200 dur-
ing technical school, and Air-
manship 300 during FTAC.

“The purpose of FTAC is to
transition the Airmen from a
training environment to the op-
erational Air Force,” Atchley
said. “The content in Airman-
ship 300 is valuable informa-
tion to ensure these Airmen are
thinking critically about their
role in the Air Force. We need
to continue FTAC, even virtu-
ally, to ensure they receive this
content. While FTAC is not in-
tended to be administered vir-
tually, we need to be flexible
to operate in the environments
that are presented.”

tant for Airmen to have knowl-
edge of the resources avail-
able to them while connecting
with peers who are also trying
to settle into their first duty sta-
tion.

“Our delivered content will
continue to stress the im-
portance of connectedness,”
said U.S. Air Force Tech. Sgt.
Sean Evans, 19th Force Sup-
port Squadron NCO in charge
of FTAC. “This is the origi-
nal intent of FTAC, to provide
a common shared experience
amongst newly assigned per-
sonnel at their first duty sta-
tion. We will continue to show
how staying connected and in-
formed can get us through even
the most difficult of times.”

FTAC instructors will close-
ly monitor how the students in-
teract with each other to contin-
uously revise and improve the
new delivery format.

A calming
voice in the
storms of
today

Latin America, we are able to
keep our language skills sharp
while also staying up-to-date
on the current political and
military environment in the
region, which allows us to be
culturally sensitive when we
go out on our missions.”

the basics and learn basic vo-
cabulary, while the more ex-
perienced speakers are able to
improve their technical vocab-
ulary and improve their trans-

enter as fluent native speak-
ers, while others come in with
little-to-no previous knowl-
edge of the language. Howev-
er, through Spanish conver- lating skills.

sation groups, all squadron “Our discussion groups
members get to improve some serve multiple purposes,” said

Gold Star families will never
be forgotten.

The Gold Star Program
delivers on the Department
of Defense’s commitment to
those families by providing
long term support and ser-
vices.

If you would like more in-
formation about the Travis
AFB Gold Star Family Pro-
grams and resources, contact
the Air Force Families For-
ever representatives, Suzanne
Black, at 707-424-2488, or
Joan Miller, at 707-424-4337.

Families

From Page 8

service members are not for-
gotten. It is important that our
military community ensures
that our fallen heroes and

DR. JEFFREY BROOKS

Board Certified and Fellowship
Trained Vascular Surgeon

CALIFORNIA VEIN
WOUND CENTER

VARICOSE VEINS? LEG ULCERS?
LEG PAIN? LEG SWELLING?

LEG CRAMPS? LEG HEAVINESS? BURNING SENSATION?
SKIN COLOR CHANGES? RESTLESS LEGS?

FREE CONSULTATION! WE CAN HELP!
CALL TODAY! (707) 392-2500

* Major Insurance, MediCal, Medicare, Covered CA and Care Credit Accepted
* Se Habla Espaiiol

OUR OFFICES:

935 Trancas Street, Suite 2C, Napa, CA 94558
1460 N Camino Alto, Suite 101, Vallejo, CA 94589
1261 Travis Blvd,, Suite 150, Fairfield, CA 94533

1360 Burton Drive, Suite 160, Vacaville, CA 95687
5120 Manzanita Ave. #105, Carmichael, CA 95608

www.TreatYourLegs.com

Visit Travis’ FACEBOOK page for up-to-date information.
facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase
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—logistics, communications,
rapid response, among others —
can be employed now.

In difficult times, the nation
often looks to our military for
comfort and inspiration, and a
sense of action. This is not
theory for me. As a squaron
commander at Cannon Air
Force Base, I had Airmen lining
up to support relief efforts after
Hurricane Michael devastated
the Florida Panhandle in 2018.
We didn’t focus on bureaucrat-
ic rule-sets such as “funding
lines,” or “deployment bands”
or “dwell time” because our fel-
low Airmen and the communi-
ty needed our help. So we got to
work, sent our best and made a
difference.

But coronavirus is not a
one-time natural disaster. To
serve the nation in a pandemic,
we also must take care of our-
selves. We must come to the aid

of our fellow Airmen to ensure
that the Air Force is ready for
the call.

That means physical and
emotional support. It means
thinking outside normal busi-
ness rules and using every re-
source in our arsenal.

As our military continues
fighting COVID-19, some units
and individuals will be over-
whelmed, while others stand on
the sidelines and wait out the

storm despite the impulse to act.

Some who want to rush to
the coronavirus response are
tied to equally critical opera-
tional assignments like our nu-
clear command and control, but
others can — and will - support
the fight. We’re seeing it today
in the civilian world as orthope-
dic surgeons operate in emer-
gency rooms, oncologists treat
COVID patients. The Air Force
equivalent finds intelligence an-
alysts who are writing policy in
staff positions deployed to a re-
gional task force planning CO-
VID-19 relief. As operations ad-
just to the existential threat, our

military will continue to con-
duct business, as required, to
protect us all.

The balance demands wis-
dom and leadership from com-
manders leading units operat-
ing at surge levels we have not
experienced in decades. This
time, they face the possibility
of operating while members of
their units become infected and
others are quarantined.

When this happens, readi-
ness can be degraded. Are we
prepared to adapt and back-
fill a unit when one member be-
comes infected who was on shift
with 20 others, forcing those 20
to be isolated as well? And who
were those 20 exposed to, in-
cluding their families? In ad-
dition to readiness, emotional
strength can also be degraded,
placing even more pressure on
commanders.

Unfortunately, in times of
war, we take losses. Sadly, there
are casualties in this invisi-
ble war, too. Chances are, most
of us, if not all of us, will know
somebody directly impacted by

COVID-19 before this pandem-
ic ends.

It’s a grim perspective, but
critically important to remem-
ber during this difficult time.
We must ensure we’re check-
ing on each other to remain re-
silient. We must all prepare for
the long war ahead and expect
hardship, even tragedies, to
those we know or love. It’s going
to be tough, but we will prevail
because we’ll support each oth-
er through this as we always do.

That is a hallmark of Amer-
ica’s psyche and it’s especial-
ly true in the military since it is
the military that must always
be ready to answer our nation’s
call.

This is no vague concept. As
a squadron commander sup-
porting special operations forc-
es, we never knew when the call
would come to be forward de-
ployed. But we knew it would
come at some point, as it al-
ways does. I would tell my Air-
men, “There is a lot you can’t
control, so prepare for what you
can. Don’t put off till tomorrow

what you can do today, because
you want to ensure you’re ready,
your family is ready and your
teammates are ready when the
call comes.”

Now is not the time to toler-
ate slow processes and staff-
ing procedures that stand in
the way when our nation needs
help the most. We’re at war. If
units need assistance, ask for
it. If they ask for it, we need to
provide relief; everyone should
be ready and willing to support
those in need when called.

It embodies something ev-
ery Airman knows and accepts:
“Ready today to fight tonight.”
This is what we’ve all signed up
for. We have faced insurmount-
able challenges before.

This may be a different ad-
versary, but our military and
our nation will rise to the occa-
sion to prevail and protect our
way of life. There is no measure
to our resolve, but we must re-
main proactive and ready at all
times to defeat this enemy. We
must all be ready to answer our
nation’s call.

till the end, Let’s Talk.

Providing VA Loans Locally!

B Fulfilling the dream of Homeownership for our Veterans since 1994

We can EASILY close a VA loan transaction in 19 - 22 days here
locally, So if you want to get it done Quickly at a Great Rate
and Low Fees, with the same person from the beginning

Great Service, Excellent Communication,
Experienced VA Underwriters, Local Office!

We have NO OVERLAYS! We can do a VA Loan 2 yrs after
a Short Sale, Foreclosure or Bankruptcy AND we can do
scores down to 580 and ratios up to 65%!

We know how to structure a VA No No...
No down, No closing costs! 0 Nada!

We have been able to successfully get COE’s approved
when other companies cannot get your eligibility restored!

We regularly beat other lenders quotes and we are right here Locally near the ‘In and Out Burger’.
START HERE! We will quickly approve you for your VA loan and we will refer you to a

great REALTOR® who will show you homes in your price range and will negotiate the
seller credits you need to keep your out of pocket expenses to a minimum!

George R. Kalis

707.759.5129

We can use ANY Bank or Investors Wholesale dept. we are not confined to just one source!

WHOLESALE MORTGAGE BROKER

Visit Travis’ FACEBOOK page for up-to-date information.
facebook.com/TravisAirForceBase
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it hard to keep up with the de-
mand and distribution of goods.

“We are all in this togeth-
er and as military members,
we are fortunate enough to be
in a position to help those in
our local community that need
it most,” said Capt. Jonathan
Farr, 921st CRS maintenance
flight commander. “Our local
community consistently sup-
ports us day in and day out, so
this is just one of many ways
for us to give back to them and
hopefully help mitigate some of
the hardships that our low in-
come families are facing dur-
ing these trying times.”

Mark Lillis, The Leaven

executive director and an Air
Mobility Command civic lead-
er, said he was proud to be a
part of this effort in support of
the local community.

“We are glad to be able to
come in, and really come to-
gether as a community to help
those who are having to de-
cide right now if they are going
to pay rent or buy food,” Lillis
said. “This is a fantastic oppor-
tunity. The Bible says, if some-
body asks you for a mile, you go
for two, this is a chance for us
to go an extra mile to help those
who are really in need.”

Those who live off base can
also donate their nonperishable
goods to the Vacaville Fire De-
partment. For more informa-
tion on local drop off points,
please contact Capt. Jonathan
Farr.

Given the opportunity to serve you
will be a @in Winn situation!

The Keys to your Dream Home are within reach.

The market is HOT! To get moving, call me

Momiea Winm

REALTOR® DRE# 1971960

(707) 344-4237
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been very supportive.”

Krinberg also said she’s con-
cerned for society.

“I hope people act responsi-
bly so that those less fortunate
are not put at undue risk,” she
said. “Everyone should adhere
to physical distancing regard-
less of their age, because they
could be carriers of the virus;
wash their hands regularly and
wear masks when they can’t
ensure they are at least six feet
away from others.”

“This is a challenging time
and all the uncertainty peo-
ple face can cause tremendous
strain,” Krinberg said. “I hope
that despite the challenges so-
ciety faces, people utilize this
time to grow and unite.”

Krinberg also said she and
Christ try to view those chal-
lenges as opportunities to grow
and connect with one another.

“We have been enjoying the
simplicities of life such as tak-
ing the dog for a walk, playing
cards, art and catching up on
Netflix,” she said. “We also pur-
chased a rowing machine so
we can work out at home if the

U.S. Air Force photo/Tech. Sgt. James Hodgman
Senior Airman Nichole Krinberg,
60th Aerial Port Squadron air
transportation journeyman,
shops for eggs April 16 inside the
commissary at Travis Air Force
Base, California.

weather is bad outside.”

“We also have dinners to-
gether now more frequent-
ly and we’ve been able to work
on our communication more,”
Christ added.

Visit Travis at FACEBOOK .com/TravisAirForceBase
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